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Dear parents/Carers 

New Start 

We have had a wonderful start to the new academic year and welcomed our new Reception children 

on Thursday and the year 1 pupils today. There have been lots of smiles and laugher and their 

behaviour has been brilliant. It is very strange in school with the new layout of desks and fewer 

resources but the staff are keen to continue the education of the children. This first half term will be 

a chance to catch up with all the pupils and evaluate where they are and if there are any gaps in 

their learning but more importantly how they have coped during the last 6 months and how we can 

support them moving forward. It has been a challenging period for all families in our locality. We 

appreciate that the first few weeks will through up its challenges as we become accustom to the 

new way of working and a restricted curriculum. There will be changes enforced on us due to the 

pandemic and the changes on guidance provided by Welsh Government and the Local Authority. We 

ask for your patience with this and acknowledge that we are doing our best in these unprecedented 

times. 

Parents of Class Unicorn 

Can I thank all the parents who brought children into school over the last few days for following the 

new guidelines – parking safely in the playground, following the 0ne-way system around the school 

site and keeping to social distancing arrangements whilst moving around the school and when 

chatting with other parents. 

Monday 7th September 

On Monday, we will see the return of all our pupils so please be aware that the playground will be 

busy and drive slowly to allow cars to enter and exit the playground safely and be aware of 

pedestrians. Please ensure that social distancing is observed and be patient if queues form as we 

check all pupils into their classes.  

Covid 19 

NO child will be admitted to school if they show any signs of the virus. Parents must ensure their 

child and anyone else in the family is healthy and free of any symptoms before bringing them into 

school. If a child or member of staff shows symptoms of the virus whilst at school then they will be 

immediately isolated and parents notified to collect them. National guidance will then be followed, 

to control the spread of the virus. 

Welsh Government guidance 
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We recommend testing for those with a continuous cough, fever, or loss of or change in the sense of 

taste or smell.                                                                                                                                                              

If an individual has other cold-like symptoms, such as a runny nose, they do not need to be tested or 

to self-isolate.                                                                                                                                                            

Booking a free coronavirus (COVID-19) test is done through the online booking portal. This will then 

give you a range of testing options available in your local area 

 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-

you-have-coronavirus/ 

 

Breakfast club  

We will start Breakfast Club on Monday 7th September. The charge for everyone using breakfast club 

is £1/day (paid via Parent Pay). Please can we ask that parents follow the advice below. 

 Park in the playground and walk your child up the ramp and then go right and take your child 

to the front of the Community Centre (please do not walk through the metal double gates 

from the playground to get to the Community Centre as this is for vehicles only) 

 Use sanitiser when entering the Community Centre and sign your child in and the time 

(Please do not go into the Hall). 

 The pupils will be assigned designated tables to sit at so that we can maintain the class 

bubbles to reduce any cross contamination 

 Pupils will be provided a breakfast of toast, cereals and juice  

 The pupils will wash their hands before entering the school 

Snack time 

Please ensure snack is fruit or vegetables and in a container. Any packaging must be taken home. 

Lunchtime 

Powys LA will be providing cooked lunches from Monday 7th September. Please see the attached 

menu. There has been a slight increase in the charge of these meals and a dinner will now cost £2.35 

which can be paid via Parent Pay. If you have not signed up to Parent Pay, please see Mrs Zervas in 

the office for assistance. 

Packed lunches – just a reminder than in line with Welsh government guidelines packed lunches 

should be healthy and nutritious. In addition, to reduce staff having to touch pupils packed lunches 

please peel fruit if necessary, put food items in containers, which can be easily opened by the child 

and do not put chocolate bars or fizzy drinks in their lunch boxes.  

Afterschool club – 3.30-5.30 

This will start Tuesday 8th September and for the forcible future will be in the Community Centre 

hall. Please collect them from the front door of the Community centre. We will keep pupils in their 

class bubbles and provide a light snack of sandwiches and juice. Payment for afterschool club is 

£6/full session with a subsidy of £5 for additional siblings. A half session (1hour is £3.50). Please 

ensure you let the school know at the beginning of each week if you wish your child to access the 

afterschool club so we can organise the sessions and have the necessary staffing available.  
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What your child will need in school 

Every child in Class Griffin and Class Phoenix will need their own pencil case (not too big) if possible, 

with a pencil, pen, ruler, rubber, coloured pens and pencils. All children in school will require a 

named full water bottle (no fruit juices, cordial unless required for medical reasons), coat if the 

weather is poor, snack and lunchbox if required.   

On the day they do PE, it would be helpful if all children came into school wearing their PE kit and a 

tracksuit if cold.  

IMPORTANT – Please label your child’s clothing including coats and lunchboxes if possible. 

 

Home reading 

No reading books will be sent out the first week of school as we are reviewing how we can use 

school resources safely and reduce any cross contamination. It may be that a school book is sent 

home at the beginning of the week to be read with parents and returned on Thursday so that we can 

store them for three days before allowing another child to use them. (Items need to be left 72 hours 

before being used again). Further guidance will be provided next week once we have got the first 

week out of the way. 

Bus children 

The children who arrive at school by bus will be escorted to their individual classrooms by Sue or 

Geoff. They will collect the children at 3.15 for the return journey. 

 

New staff 

 

 

 

        

 

 

     Naomi Zervas                                               Amy Gardner                                         Molly Penhale 

Administration officer                                Teaching Assistant                                 Teaching Assistant 

 

In addition, Lisa Rees will be supporting Class phoenix whilst undertaking her training to become a 

teaching Assistant. 

Communication 

Due to the ever-changing nature of the Coronavirus, we will keep you updated via newsletters and 

the website of any changes in government guidance for schools. Class Dojo will be used to share 

photos and information regarding the children during the school day. In the case of emergencies, 



parents will be contacted by phone. If parents wish to contact a member of staff or meet with the 

admin officer we would appreciate it if they could either call or e-mail the school rather than use 

Class Dojo.  

Please be aware that we will do everything in our power to keep your children safe and secure and 

we ask for your understanding as we adapt to the new ways of working necessary under the current 

circumstances. Together we can ensure that the children’s education returns to normal or as near 

normal as possible.  

Thank you again for all your cooperation and support. 

Sean Clarke 


