
 

Spring Term 2018-19  
Dosbarth y Phoenix 

 

Literacy 

We will begin the Spring term by looking at the language features found within poetry including the use 
of rhyme, similes and metaphors. The children will then explore the uses of dialogue within text such as 

to show characterisation and to develop plot. This will be linked to our topic of Superheroes 
through short dialogues within comic books and stories. There will be an opportunity for 
children to apply their creativity when we examine fictional recounts, adapting to the role 
of different characters within a story.  

 
Children will be doing daily guided reading which will include one teacher-led session a 
week. The children will then complete comprehension activities based on their current group 
text. During this time, they will also have the opportunity to practise their handwriting.  
 
Children will be taught spellings 4 times a week. We follow the No-Nonsense Spelling scheme in Berriew 
School which focuses on the patterns and morphology of words, as well as focusing on words that are 
relevant to the current learning in class.  

                                                        Numeracy  

We follow the Abacus scheme of work at Berriew and move through this at a pace  
according to the needs of the children. This term we will begin by looking at division  
including dividing using chunking, short division and dividing in context. We will move 
on to explore conversion, time and 3D shapes in the following weeks. Children will have 
the opportunity to apply their reasoning and problem solving skills to longer maths  
investigations, allowing them to demonstrate their skills as systematic, independent 

mathematicians.   

                                                        Science   
Our science focus this term will be Energy, Light and Sound. We will begin by exploring 
electricity including constructing simple circuits and designing switches. We will also 
learn about sound pollution, noise insulation, renewable energy and the features of light. 
Over the course of the term children will be carrying out investigations, drawing conclu-
sions and evaluating their scientific work. They will be gathering and presenting data in 
different ways, including the use of HWB.  

                                                  How can you help?  

Reading regularly and discussing books with your child is greatly beneficial to them as it 
will help build their confidence. Your child will choose a book from our school selection to 
take home. They are encouraged to make notes on their reading in their reading record.  
 

Working with your child on number skills at home, especially multiplication and division 
facts, will support their mathematical learning in school. The online Abacus learning pro-
gramme and Times Tables Rockstars, both launched within the school this year, will sup-
port your child’s mathematical fluency.  



                              Topic  
This term there are many  
opportunities for embedded cross
-curricular learning as our topic 
is Superheroes. As part of their 
topic work the children will also 
be improving their mapping 
skills, including the identification 
of environments and following 
directions. Additionally, they will 
explore eco-issues such as  
sustainability, renewable energy and what it 
means to be  a global citizen.  

 

                           Welsh 

Children will receive three Welsh lessons every 
fortnight. This term the children will continue to  
study Yn y Caffi (In the Café) before moving on 
to the new topic of Myself and My Friends in 
which they will learn the associated vocabulary 
and conversations. Children will have the  
opportunity to practice Welsh ten minutes daily 
and are encouraged to use Welsh frequently 
throughout the school day. Their Welsh learning 
can be supported through a variety of apps  
including Campau Cosmig, hAPus1 and Codi 
Hwyl. 

         

                              Computing  
This term we will use the green screen and stop-
motion animation software to plan, produce and 
create movies about our superhero topic. We will 
learn about being safe online through being 
’super digital citizens’.    

 

 

Music  

The children will continue to receive regular sing-
ing practise from Gill Owen. In addition, they 
receive music lessons following the Music Express  
scheme of work. 

 

 

                               PE 
This term children will receive weekly swimming 
lessons at the Flash Leisure Centre on a Wednes-
day afternoon. Additionally, the children will 
work with Craig from Activ8 to further develop 
their skills on Friday afternoons. Please ensure 
that your child has their labelled PE kit/
swimming kit in school on these days and that 
they have a hair tie if needed. Please ensure that 
your child does not wear earrings or jewellery for 
PE lessons.  

 

 

                     Religious Education  
Children will begin the term by learning about 
the beliefs and meanings within the Christian 
faith. Later in the term they will examine a 
Christian Easter.  
 

 

                           Art and D&T 

This term children will look at the pop art style 
and recreate their own, using artists such as 
Andy Warhol, Keith Haring and Roy 
Liechtenstein as inspiration. They will 
also have the opportunity to design 
and create pop-up books and comic-
strips.  

 

 

 

                Trips and other learning 

In April the children will take a residential trip to 
Condover Hall near Shrewsbury to help promote 
their physical wellbeing, collaborative skills as 
well as their self-confidence.   
 
Children will be read short stories, chapter books 
and poems regularly in order to expose them to a 
wide range of texts and writers. Children have 
voted for ‘Room 13’ By Robert Swindell as their 
first class novel of the Spring term. 

 

 


